Response to Final Office Action dated April 6, 201 1 
Appl. No. 10/561,897 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): An auctioning system for facilitating bidder 
participation in an auction for the purchase of a lot, comprising: 

at least a-first- one data processing device and a memory in communication with 
the at least one data processing device, the memory storing instructions which, when 
executed e x e cutab le by the at least one data processing device , cause the at least one 
data processing device to: 

(a) receive a plurality of messages from a plurality of bidders for the lot, each 
message including a bid for the lot; 

(b) determine whether each of the plurality of messages comprises an 
acceptable bid; 

(c) for each acceptable bid received from one of the bidders: 
(\) determine whether said bid is unique; 

(iO if the at least one data processing device determines that said bid 
is not unique: 

(A) cause a first bid acceptance message to be sent by SMS to 
a communication device of said bidder, said first bid 
acceptance message including a notification that said bid is 
not unigue; and 

(B) charge said bidder for sending said first bid acceptance 
message; 

(iii) if the at least one data processing device determines that said bid 
is unigue, determine whether said bid is a lowest unique bid; 

(iv) if the at least one data processing device determines that said bid 
is the lowest unique bid: Q 
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(A) cause s o nd a second bid acceptance message to be sent by 
SMS to the communication device of each of said bidder, 
said second bid acceptance message including a notification 
that said bid is the lowest unigue bid; and 

(B) charge said bidder for sending said second bid acceptance 
message bidd e rs notifying th e bidd e r of th e status of the 
bidder's bid ; and 

(v) if the at least one data processing device determines that said bid 
is unigue but not the lowest unigue bid: 

(A) cause a third bid acceptance message to be sent by SMS to 
the communication device of said bidder, said third bid 
acceptance message including a notification that said bid is 
unigue but not the lowest unigue bid; and 

(B) charge said bidder for sending said third bid acceptance 
message ; and 

charg e o ach b i dd e r for s e nding th o b i d acc e ptance m e ssag e ; and 
(d) at a close of the auction, determine which one of the bidders is a bidd e r 
associated with a -the lowest unigue bid for th o lot , wherein , at a c l os o of 
tho auct i on, the lowest unique bid is a winning bid in the auction for the 
purchase of the lot, wherein at least one acceptable bid is not a the 
winning bid. 

Claim 2 (previously presented): The auctioning system of claim 1, wherein the 
plurality of messages are received via SMS messaging. 
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Claim 3 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 1 , wherein the 
instructions , when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device to, for each acceptable bid received from one of the 
bidders, aro furth e r o x o cutablo to charge each- said bidder for sending the first, second, 
or third bid acceptance message using bv s e nding th o bid acc o pt a nc o m o ssag o by a 
reverse billed SMS message. 

Claim 4 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 1 , wherein the 
instructions , when executed bv the at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device to aro furth e r o x o cutabl o to limit each bidder up-to a 
maximum number of bids per auction. 

Claims 5 to 8 (canceled) 

Claim 9 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 1, wherein the 
instructions, when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device to either: 

(a) for each of the messages received from the bidders, th o r o co i v o d b i dd e r 
messag e s are pass e d pass said message at least partially over the 
internet before processing the bid; or 

(b) for each t he-bid acceptance message sent to a bidder, m o ssag o s ar o 
pass e d pass said bid acceptance message at least partially over the 
internet before b o ing sent sending said bid acceptance message bv SMS. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 1, wherein the 
instructions , when executed bv the at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device to ar e e x e cutab le to hand le communicat i on 
communicate with the bidders by software in real time. 

Claim 1 1 (canceled) 
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Claim 12 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 26, wherein 
the instructions , when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device ar e further ex e cutabl e to , for at least one of the bid 
messages sent by one of the bidders : 

receive an auction identifier data item with on e of th e b i d data i tems , the auction 
identifier data item being derived from th e sam e said bid message s e nt by a b i dder as 
th e bid dat a i t e m ; and 

use the- said auction identifier data item to determine an auction corresponding to 
the auction identifier data item. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 26, wherein 
the instructions , when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device ar e furth e r e x e cutabl e to , for at least one of the bid 
data items : 

validate on e of th e said bid data item i t e ms to determine whether a 
corresponding bid is an acceptable bid for the auction. 
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Claim 14 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 26, wherein 
the instructions , when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device ar e furth e r ex e cut a bl e to: 

(a) poll a message store to identify new bid messages; and 

(b) for at least one of the new bid messages associated with a bid: 

(i) use a mobile phone telephone number data item to determine 
whether on e of th e bids said bid is associated with a live session for 
an-a first auction;-and 

(ii) if i t is th e n said bid is associated with a live session for the first 
auction, load l oading message data into a first message object; 

(iii) if one of th e b i ds said bid is not associated with a- the live session 
for the first auction, then-use an auction identifier data item to 
determine whether th e on e of th e b i ds said bid is for an- a second 
auction and A if it -said bid is associated with the second auction, 
th e n load the message data into a second message object; and 

(jyj pass the message object to an auction application. 

Claim 1 5 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 26, wherein the 
instructions , when executed bv the at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device ar e furth e r ex e cutabl e to , for each of the bid data 
items : 

ehec ^determine whether on e of th e said bid data item it e ms is in the correct bid 
units; and 

if said bid data item is not in the correct bid units , then-convert th e on e of th e bid 
data items said bid data item into the correct bid units. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 26, wherein the 
instructions , when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device ar e furth e r e x e cutabl e to generate a unigue identifier 
for each received bid data item r e c ei v e d . 
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Claim 17 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 13, wherein the 
instructions , when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device e x e cutabl e to validate th e on e of th e each of the bid 
data items i nc l ud e by at least one of the following: 

instruct i ons e x e cutab le to d e t e rmin e determining whether an- the auction is 

active; 

instructions e x e cutabl e to d e t e rm i n e determining whether a bid corresponding to 
th e on e of th e said bid data item it e ms exceeds a maximum number of bids for the 
bidde r of said bid data item ; and 

i nstruct i ons e x e cutabl e to d o t o rmin o determining w hether the ono of tho said bid 
data item items-falls within a range of acceptable bid values. 

Claim 18 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 26, wherein the 
instructions , when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device e x e cutabl e t o , for each bid data item sent by one of 
the bidders that comprises an acceptable bid, for each acceptable unigue bid, 
determine whether on e of th e bid data i t e ms said bid is the curr e nt lowest unique bid for 
th e auct i on furth e r compr i s e instructions e xecutab le to by: 

(a) carry out a l ook looking up ef-a database of stored bid data items for the 
auction; 

(b) d e t e rmin e determining whether the number of stored bids at a bid data 
item value is zero; 

(c) if the number of stored bids at the bid data item value is zero,, th e n carry 
out a l ook looking up ef-the database of stored bid data items for the 
auction to determine th e curr e nt ajowest unique bid value; and 

(d) d e t e rmin e determining whether the-a_bid data item value is less than the 
curr e nt lowest unique bid value. 
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Claim 19 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 26, furt he r 
wherein the comprising instructions , when executed by the at least one data processing 
device, cause the at least one data processing device e x e cutabl e to , for each of the bid 
acceptance messages, marshal the -said bid acceptance message by , wh i ch compris e 
i nstructions e x e cutab le to : 

(a) selecting se4eet-a message template for the -said bid acceptance message; 

(b) looking l ook-up stored variable data items; and 

(c) populating populat e the said selected message template with the- said 
variable data items. 

Claim 20 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 26, wherein the 
instructions , when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device ex e cutab l e to , for each of the bid acceptance 
messages, send the- said bid acceptance message i nc l ud e i nstructions e x e cutab l e to by 
loading load-a message object with message data and bidder data. 

Claim 21 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 20, wherein the 
instructions, when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device to, for each of the bid acceptance messages, send i ng 
send said bid the-acceptance message furth e r inc l ud e s by placing the message object 
in a message queue table. 

Claim 22 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 21, wherein the 
instructions, when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device to, for each of the bid acceptance messages, se nd i ng 
send said bid the-acceptance message furth e r inc l ud e s by: 

(a) polling the message queue table to identify new bid messages; and 

(b) passing any new bid messages to an aggregator service for transmission 
as an SMS message to the kidde fbidders of said new bids . 
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Claim 23 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 22, wherein the 
instructions , when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device ar e further executabl e to receive a receipt ID from the 
aggregator for the message passed to the aggregator and store the receipt ID when 
received. 

Claim 24 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 23, wherein the 
instructions , when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device ar e further e x e cutabl e to determine whether the 
.receipt ID has been received and update a status associated with the sent message. 

Claim 25 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 24, wherein 
the instructions , when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device are furth e r e x e cutab le to: 

(a) identify a group of lowest unique bids; and 

(b) determine the lowest bid of the group of lowest unique bids for which the 
bid acceptance message has been received. 
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Claim 26 (currently amended): An auctioning system for facilitating bidder 
participation in an auction for the purchase of a lot, comprising:- 

at least a first one data processing device and a memory in communication with 
the at least one data processing device, the memory storing instructions which, when 
executed o xocutab le by the proc e sso r at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device to: 

(a) receive a plurality of bid data items over a computer network to which the 
a_computer system is connected, each bid data item being derived from a 
bid message sent by one of a plurality of biddersb iddef; 

(b) determine whether each bid data item comprises an acceptable bid; 

pr i or to a c l os e of tho auct i on, dotormino wh o th o r oach b i d data i t e m i s th e 
curr e nt l owest unique bid for th e auction; 

(c) for each bid data item sent by one of the bidders that comprises an 
acceptable bid , for each acceptable bid , g o n o rato a bid acc o ptanc o 
m e ssag e wh e r e in : 

(0 determine whether said bid is unigue; 

(ii) if the at least one data processing device determines that said bid 
is not unigue: 

(A) determine a phone number of a communication device of 
said bidder; 

(B) using said determined phone number, cause a first bid 
acceptance message to be sent at least partially over the 
computer network by a reverse-billed SMS message to the 
communication device of said bidder, said first bid 
acceptance message including a notification that said bid is 
not unigue; and 

(B) charge said bidder for sending said first bid acceptance 
message; 

flip if the at least one data processing device determines that said bid 
is unigue, determine whether said bid is a lowest unigue bid; 
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(iv) if the at least one data processing device determines that said bid 
is the lowest unique bid: 

(A) i f it is d o torminod that tho b i d data it o m is th e curr e nt l owest 
uniqu e bid, thon to g e n e rat e using said determined phone 
number, cause a second bid acceptance message to be sent 
at least partially over the computer network by a reverse- 
billed SMS message to the communication device of said 
bidder, said second bid acceptance message including a 
notification that said bid is ind i cat i ng that tho bid is th e 
ewrefrt-the lowest unique bid ; and 

(B) charge said bidder for sending said second bid acceptance 
message; and 

(v) if the at least one data processing device determines that said bid 
is unique but not the lowest unigue bid: 

(A) , and if it is dot o rmin o d that tho bid data itom i s not tho 
curr e nt l ow e st un i que bid, thon to generat e using said 
determined phone number, cause a third bid acceptance 
message to be sent at least partially over the computer 
network by a reverse-billed SMS message to the 
communication device of said bidder, said third bid 
acceptance message including a notification that said bid 
i ndicating that th o bid is unigue but not the curr e nt lowest 
unique bid; and 

(B) charge said bidder for sending said third bid acceptance 
message; and 

d e t e rmine a d e stinat i on t e l e communicat i ons d e vic e phon e numb e r for th e 
acceptance m e ssage; and 

s e nd the acceptance messag e , at l e ast part i ally over th e comput e r n e twork, for 
transmission to th o bidd e r at tho d e stination t olo communications d e vic e by a reverse 
b i ll e d SMS m e ssage, wh o re i n, 
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(d) at the-a close of the auction, determine which one of the bidders is 
associated with the bid data item comprising the a -lowest unique bid , wherein the lowest 
unique bid is a winning bid in the auction for the purchase of the lot, wherein at least 
one acceptable bid is not a-the winning bid. 

Claims 27 and 28 (canceled) 

Claim 29 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 1, wherein the 
instructions , when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device ar o further o x o cutable to: 

determine that the auction ef-for the lot has ended; and 

cause an sond a auction winner notification message to be sent by SMS to the 
communication device of the bidder whose bid is the lowest unique bid , said auction 
winner notification message including a notification that the bidder has placed a-the 
winning bid. 

Claim 30 (currently amended): The auctioning system of claim 26, wherein the 
instructions , when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at 
least one data processing device aro further e x e cutab l e to: 

determine that the auction of-for the lot has ended; and 

cause an send a auction winner notification message to be sent by SMS to the 
communication device of the bidder whose bid is the lowest unique bid , said auction 
winner notification message including a notification that the bidder has placed a-the 
winning bid. 
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Claim 31 (new): The auctioning system of Claim 1, wherein the instructions, 
when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at least one data 
processing device to, for each acceptable bid received from one of the bidders, 
determine whether said bid is unique by comparing an amount of said bid to an amount 
of each acceptable bid received prior to said bid. 

Claim 32 (new): The auctioning system of Claim 1 , wherein the instructions, 
when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at least one data 
processing device to, for each acceptable bid received from one of the bidders/if the at 
least one data processing device determines that said bid is the lowest unique bid: 

(a) determine whether said bid changes from being the lowest unique bid to 
being unique but not the lowest unique bid by comparing an amount of 
said bid to an amount of a subsequent acceptable bid received from one 
of the bidders; and 

(b) if the at least one data processing device determines that the amount of 
said subsequent bid is lower than the amount of said first-received bid, 
cause a first status change notification message to be sent to the 
communication device of said bidder of said first-received bid by SMS, 
said first status change notification message including a notification that 
said first-received bid is no longer the lowest unique bid but is unique. 

Claim 33 (new): The auctioning system of Claim 32, wherein if the at least 
one data processing device determines that the amount of said subsequent bid is lower 
than the amount of said first-received bid, said first-received bid cannot be the winning 
bid. 
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Claim 34 (new): The auctioning system of Claim 1 , wherein the instructions, 
when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at least one data 
processing device to, for each acceptable bid received from one of the bidders, if the at 
least one data processing device determines that said bid is the lowest unique bid: 

(a) determine whether said bid changes from being the lowest unique bid to 
not being unique by comparing an amount of said bid to an amount of a 
subsequent acceptable bid received from one of the bidders; and 

(b) if the at least one data processing device determines that the amount of 
the subsequent bid is equal to the amount of said first-received bid, cause 
a second status change notification message to be sent to the 
communication device of said bidder of said first-received bid by SMS, 
said second status change notification message including a notification 
that said first-received bid is no longer unique. 

Claim 35 (new): The auctioning system of Claim 34, wherein if the at least 
one data processing device determines that the amount of said subsequent is equal to 
the amount of said first-received bid, neither said first-received bid nor said subsequent 
bid can be the winning bid. 



14 



Response to Final Office Action dated April 6, 201 1 
Appl. No. 10/561,897 



Claim 36 (new): The auctioning system of Claim 1, wherein the instructions, 
when executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at least one data 
processing device to, for each acceptable bid received from one of the bidders, if the at 
least one data processing device determines that said bid is unique but not the lowest 
unique bid: 

(i) determine whether said bid changes from being unique to not being 
unique by comparing an amount of said bid to an amount of a subsequent 
acceptable bid received from one of the bidders; and 

(ii) if the at least one data processing device determines that the amount of 
said subsequent bid is equal to the amount of said first-received bid, 
cause a second status change notification to be sent to the 
communication device of said bidder of said first-received bid by SMS, 
said second status change notification message including a notification 
that said first-received bid is no longer unique. 

Claim 37 (new): The auctioning system of Claim 36, wherein if the at least 
one data processing device determines that said first-received bid is unique but not the 
lowest unique bid, said first-received bid cannot be the winning bid. 
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Claim 38 (new): An auctioning system for facilitating bidder participation in an 
auction for the purchase of a lot, comprising: 

at least one data processing device and a memory in communication with the at 
least one data processing device, the memory storing instructions which, when 
executed by the at least one data processing device, cause the at least one data 
processing device to: 

(a) receive a plurality of messages from a plurality of bidders for the lot, each 
message including a bid for the lot; 

(b) determine whether each of the plurality of messages comprises an 
acceptable bid; 

(c) for each acceptable bid received from one of the bidders: 

(i) determine whether said bid is unique; 

(ii) if the at least one data processing device determines that said bid 
is not unique: 

(A) cause a first bid acceptance message to be sent by SMS to 
a communication device of said bidder, said first bid 
acceptance message including a notification that said bid is 
not unique; and 

(B) charge said bidder for sending said first bid acceptance 
message; 

(iii) if the at least one data processing device determines that said bid 
is unique, determine whether said bid is a lowest unique bid; 

(iv) if the at least one data processing device determines that said bid 
is the lowest unique bid: 

(A) cause a second bid acceptance message to be sent by SMS 
to the communication device of said bidder, said second bid 
acceptance message including a notification that said bid is 
the lowest unique bid; 

(B) charge said bidder for sending said second bid acceptance 
message; 
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(C) determine whether said bid changes from being the lowest 
unique bid to being unique but not the lowest unique bid by 
comparing an amount of said bid to an amount of a 
subsequent acceptable bid received from one of the bidders 
and, if the at least one data processing device determines 
that said first-received bid changes from being the lowest 

( unique bid to being unique but not the lowest unique bid, 

cause a first status change notification message to be sent 
by SMS to the communication device of said bidder of said 
first-received bid, said first status change notification 
message including a notification that said first-received bid is 
no longer the lowest unique bid but is unique; and 

(D) determine whether said bid changes from being the lowest- 
unique bid to not being unique by comparing the amount of 
said bid to an amount of a subsequent acceptable bid 

\ received from one of the bidders and, if the at least one data 

processing device determines that said first-received bid 
changes from being the lowest unique bid to not being 
unique, cause a second status change notification message 
to be sent by SMS to the communication device of said 
bidder of said first-received bid, the second status change 
notification message including a notification that said first- 
received bid is no longer unique; and 
(v) if the at least one data processing device determines that said bid 
is unique but not the lowest unique bid: 

(A) cause a third bid acceptance message to be sent by SMS to 
the communication device of said bidder, said third bid 
acceptance message including a notification that said bid is 
unique but not the lowest unique bid; 

(B) charge said bidder for sending said third bid acceptance 
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message; and 

(C) determine whether said bid changes from being unique to 
not being unique by comparing the amount of said bid to an 
amount of a subsequent acceptable bid received from one of 
the bidders and, if the at least one data processing device 
determines that said first-received bid changes from being 
unique to not being unique, cause the second status change 
notification message to be sent by SMS to the 
communication device of said bidder of said first-received 
bid, said second status change notification message 
including a notification that said first-received bid is no longer 
unique; and 

(d) at a close of the auction, determine which one of the bidders is associated 
with the lowest unique bid, wherein the lowest unique bid is a winning bid 
in the auction for the purchase of the lot, wherein at least one acceptable 
bid is not the winning bid. 
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